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Principal’s Corner
Dear Gorman Crossing Families and Friends, 

It’s hard to believe with all of this warm weather that Winter Break starts next week! Just a reminder to everyone that schools and offices will be closed from Thursday, December 24th until Friday, January 1st.  School will reopen on Monday, January 4th, 2016.

The staff at Gorman Crossing would like to thank all of you for a wonderful 2015.  We hope you have a safe and relaxing Winter Break, and we look forward to seeing you in 2016.

Sincerely, 
Deborah H. Caldwell, Principal
deborah_caldwell@hcpss.org
DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec 24th – Jan 1st – Winter Break

Jan 4th – school resumes

MAP ASSESSMENT DATES
 Jan 11th – 5th grade
 Jan 12th  - 4th grade
 Jan 13th – 3rd grade
 Jan 15th -  2nd grade
 Jan 14th -  1st  grade

How is your child(ren) spending his/her Gordy Bucks?
PBIS Weekly/Bi-Weekly Events for December by grade level:


 












	Grade
	12/18
	12/22

	Pre-K
	Count $5 Gordy Store
	Count $5 Gordy Store

	K
	
Raining Popcorn
	
Primary School-wide celebration
2:45 – 3:30*

See below

	1st
	Whole Grade Indoor Recess 
	

	2nd
	Team Building
	

	3rd
	Kirigami
	

Secondary School-wide celebration
10:00-10:45*

See below

	4th
NOTE DATE CHANGES IN BOX
	12/16
Gordy Coupons
	

	5th
	Tech Devices
	




· Indicates parent volunteers needed. Please contact your child’s teacher if you are willing to be a volunteer for the given date and activity above.

Other upcoming events also include:
First Grade – Snowball Poppers* 12/23.
Fourth Grade – Winter Celebrations – 12/21

Winter PBIS Event – December 22, 2015
Primary (K-2) 2:45 - 3:30*
•Extra Recess (Outside/Cafeteria)
•Electronics Room (Computer lab area with carts as needed)
•Drawing (Grade 2)
•Craft (Grade 1, nice weather in cafeteria)
•Sports (Gymnasium)
	Limbo/Parachute station
•Board Games (Media Center) 

Intermediate Grades (3-5) 10:00 - 10:45*
•Bring your own device (Grade 4 pod)
•Electronics Room (Computer lab area with carts as needed)
•Extra recess (Outside)
•Dance Party (Empty Classroom in back of building, nice weather in cafeteria)
•Sports games (gym & outside)
	Basketball (gym)
	Football (outside, becomes basketball if inclement weather)
	Kickball (outside, becomes basketball if inclement weather)
• Independent Room – reading/drawing/writing/comics creating (grade 3 classrooms)

Note: All students will pay in to the above events with $10 Gordy Bucks. Any student with 3 or more reflection forms, or an office referral between November 30, 2015 and December 22, 2015 will have to pay additional Gordy Bucks to attend the event. For more information about this, please contact Mrs. Tasch.

*Any parent wishing to volunteer time for this event, please contact, Mrs. Tasch by Friday, December 18, 2015 at Katie_Tasch@hcpss.org. She will be sure to assign you to your child’s/children’s event of choice.

We encourage you to talk about this at home and check in to see how your little gator/gators are spending hard earned Gordy Bucks! 

For more information, please contact Katie Tasch at katie_tasch@hcpss.org or visit PBIS Maryland at: http://www.pbismaryland.org/


GCES SPIRIT DAYS Continue - December 21st – December 23rd 
We’ve Got SPIRIT, Yes We Do! We’ve Got SPIRIT How About You?
Gorman Guru’s (5th grade students wishing to take on a leadership role within the school) met to determine special spirit days leading up to the PBIS celebration. Their selections are listed below.
December Spirit Days
12/21 – Crazy Hair Day
12/22 – School Spirit Day (Wear GCES Spirit Wear OR School Colors – Blue & Green)
12/23 – PJ Day


NEWS FROM 5th GRADE

On Wednesday, December 23, 2015 fifth grade students will be receiving a snack of munchkins and water. There will be Oreo cookies that will be provided to students with allergies. If your child has allergies and cannot eat either the munchkins or Oreos, please feel free to pack a snack for your child.

Lauren Kim-Munroe
Grade 5 Instructional Team Leader
Gorman Crossing Elementary School

THANK YOU FROM THE MEDIA CENTER

I want to thank the following people who volunteered for the book fair.
Thank you for giving us some of your valuable time.

Kelly Carpenter, Maryam Saddiqua, Emmie King, Alyssa Munns, Doriliz Deleon, Maha Blair, Weonona Galotta

Cheryl Valentine 
Media Specialist

From the Health Room:

The Health Department will be here January 6 & 7th to perform Vision & Hearing Screening on PK, K students who were not screened in PK, and all 1st grade students. In addition, students new to Gorman this year who came from out of state or out of country will be screened. Lastly, students of any grade level, who were referred by their teacher for either vision or hearing concerns and the parent has returned the consent form for screening, will be screened too. Please remember to have your child bring their glasses those days. Letters regarding Vision & Hearing screening were sent home a few weeks ago. If you received a consent form for your child and would like them to be screened, please return to health room by Wednesday, 12/23. Thank you. If you have any questions or concerns, please call the health room at 410-880-5905. 

Tiffany Hevner RN, BSN
Cluster Nurse
Gorman Crossing Elementary School
410-880-5905 (Health Room)
2015-2016 Young Authors’ Contest
 Students in grades 2 through 5 are eligible to submit a short story and/or poem. Each entry may have only one author. The entry must be the student’s original work. Adults and peers may provide editing assistance only. The final product must be the student’s own work. All entries must be submitted in a word processing file with no less than 12 point font using either Times New Roman or Comic Sans. The short story can range from 300 to 800 words. The poem can be any style and range from 25 to 150 words. All entries must include a completed cover sheet. Entries are due to Mrs. Fickes by December 21, 2015. 
 Please email Heather Fickes at heather_fickes@hcpss.org for more information.
 Best of luck to everyone!OR GUARDIAN MUST

NEWS FROM THE PE DEPT – SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars for a FREE FAMILY GORMAN CROSSING Wellness Committee event… FIT2Order’s   FIT Family Night!

When: January 19, 2016 (snow date: February 23, 2016)

Time:   6-8pm

Highlighted stations to include: Kid Friendly Boot Camp, Karate, Zumba, Yoga, Dance Party Finale, Parent Nutritional Workshop

A parent or guardian MUST accompany children to the event.

To register for the event, go to www.fit2order.com, hover on wellness programs for drop down menu and select registration, click on FIT Family Gorman Crossing register now.  On registration form, please also click on ADD ADDITIONAL REGISTRANT to include all family members attending. For more information, please contact Candice Kuligowski or Kimberly Kennedy at candice_kuligowski@hcpss.org or kimberly_kennedy@hcpss.org 

THIS WEEK’S GOLDEN GATORS

Kindergarten
	Ruppe
	Pettit
	Flynn
	Cook

	Respectful: Aaliyah Stratford
	Respectful: NyAsia Bowman
	Respectful: CJ Cunningham
	Respectful: Oluwademilade Osunfisan

	Responsible: Caleb Battellani
	Responsible: Isabella Adams
	Responsible Conner Downs
	Responsible: Elliott Senett

	Ready: Ethan King
	Ready: Chris McNeill
	Ready: Dayja Frederick
	Ready: Pranavi Yadlapalli




1st Grade
	Lewis
	Gilroy
	Nix
	Mersich
	Stern

	Respectful: Miles Lampkins
	Respectful: Sofie Moser
	Respectful: Carmen Moore
	Respectful: Kylie Hyun
	Respectful: zoe campbell

	Responsible: Mark Christian
	Responsible: Leilah Dozier
	Responsible: Rithvik Atluri
	Responsible: Heidi Currier
	Responsible: anthony carbone

	Ready: Brianna Floyd
	Ready: Amani Andemariam
	Ready: Juliana Johnston
	Ready: Lexi Jones
	Ready: Maliq Turay



2nd Grade
	McQueen
	Paxson
	Contreras
	Gibbs
	Steinberg
	Kelly

	Respectful: Taylor Rawlings
	Respectful: Ja'Kya Joyce
	Respectful: Michael Marcellino
	Respectful: Jonathan He
	Respectful: Seth Munns
	Respectful: Ademola Ashiru-Balogun

	Responsible: Luis Ruano-Ruiz
	Responsible: Samantha Cruz
	Responsible: Gilberto Franklin
	Responsible: Katie Dong
	Responsible: Gauthier Ducharne
	Responsible: Chloe Coughlan

	Ready: Zach Perlin
	Ready: Noah Bankole
	Ready: Joy Joy Lwin
	Ready: Olivia Sledge
	Ready: Alaina Yoch
	Ready: Nikhil Ramani

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kindness: Luis Ruano-Ruiz
	
	
	Kindness: Don Benoy
	
	

	
	
	
	Kindness: Daniel Cho
	
	



3rd Grade
	Bow
	Rubin
	Isacco
	Reinhard

	Respectful: Isabel De Leon
	Respectful: Sara Stimpson
	Respectful: Camden Smith
	Respectful: Mudassar Ajaz

	Responsible: Olivia Bradley
	Responsible:Rachel Tanner
	Responsible: Van Adams
	Responsible: Ashley Jimenez

	Ready: Gabriel Kim
	Ready: Francis Clottey
	Ready: Thomas Carter
	Ready: Femi Ayogbenjo



4th Grade
	Holden
	Sutcliff
	Mills
	Irving

	Respectful: Madison Galotta
	Respectful: Sravya Tallapragada
	Respectful: Nate Pendleton
	Respectful: Jaylen Burley

	Responsible: Melissa Pinto
	Responsible: Neel Singh
	Responsible: Misim Arowosegbe
	Responsible: Mahi Patel 

	Ready: Kyla Mahasa
	Ready: Adedamola Opadina
	Ready: Zuhair Safdar
	Ready: Mathias Belay

	
	
	Kindness: Aiden Chan
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]5th Grade
	Reid
	Howard
	Hobbs
	Kim-Munroe 

	Rachel Kim - responsible
	Respectful: Jordan Ruit
	Respectful: Cameron Greenawalt
	Respectful: Medha Muppuri

	Luke Kudwa - respectful
	Responsible: Ryan Lee
	Responsible: Tyler Geesaman
	Responsible: Nicolas Iacangelo

	Darling Mejia - ready
	Ready: Kyndall Nasir
	Ready: Nahum Yoseph
	Ready: Jack Price



COMMUNITY NOTICES – the following events are neither sponsored nor endorsed by the Howard County Public School System

GUMC FOOD PANTRY

The Glenelg United Methodist Church (GUMC) Food Pantry is open every 3rd
Saturday of the month, providing grocery assistance to those in need. This month the pantry is open on Saturday, December 19 from 9am-11am. As a partner of the Howard County Food Bank, we provide both county food as well as food/toiletries from individual donations. GUMC is located at 13900 Burntwoods Rd., Glenelg. You may contact us for pantry questions or to make a donation at 410-489-7260 or glenelgumcpantry@gmail.com.

Crisis Text Line
Help at your fingertips, Crisis Text Line serves anyone, in any type of crisis, bullying, self-harm, and more. A live, trained Crisis Counselor receives the text and responds quickly to help you move from a hot moment to a cool moment and to stay safe and healthy. Text START to 741-741, anonymous and confidential.
If you have any questions or would like more information about Crisis Text Line, please contact Laurie Carson at lauriecarson@verizon.net for more information or to volunteer, visit www.crisistextline.org. 

Howard County Recreation and Parks 
Volleyball classes starting this Jan., you can view all of the programs and get more info at http://www.howardcountymd.gov/volleyball.htm. Just click on the Youth Volleyball Programs and Leagues link. For questions, please contact Carson Nickell at cjnickell@howardcountymd.gov or 410-313-4720. To register, call 410-313-7275.

Columbia Association
Holiday Breakfast, all ages, Pre-registration required. Sat, Dec. 19, 9:30-11 a.m., KidSpace/PPP Mbrs, $10 per family Columbia Cardholder, $12 per family, Non-Mbrs, $14 per family.
Enjoy our multicultural holiday breakfast, music, holiday stories, arts and crafts and more. www.columbiaassociation.org/kidspace 

Columbia Association
The Columbia Art Center offers a variety of Art Classes for children of all ages. Check out the Fall Brochure on www.columbiaartcenter.org for more information. For inquiries or to register, please call Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or email art.staff@columbiaassociation.org.

Brightminds Foundations
Invites you to attend The Business and Economics Impact of Howard County Public School System Locally and Globally. Register by Dec. 28, www.brightmindsfoundation.org 410-740-0707.

Columbia Association
Visiting Artist Workshops, Dec. 29-Dec. 30, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. For more information, please call Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or art.staff@columbiaassociation.org.

Columbia Association
The Columbia Art Center offers a variety of Art Classes for children of all ages. Check out the Fall Brochure on www.columbiaartcenter.org for more information. For inquiries or to register, please call Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or email art.staff@columbiaassociation.org.

Candlelight Concert Society 
Brentano Quartet, Sat., Jan. 9, 8 p.m., Smith Theatre – Columbia, MD
For more information and to purchase tickets www.candlelightconcerts.org 

Candlelight Concert Society
Junie B.’s Essential Survival Guide to School by Theatreworks USA, Sun., Jan. 31, 2 & 4 p.m.
Smith Theatre Columbia, MD. www.candlelightconcerts.org 410-997-2324 
 
Howard Community College
Beginning Sewing: Make use of your trusty, dusty sewing machine. Learn (or relearn) to thread it, select material, follow a pattern, Tues., Jan. 12-March 8, 7-9 p.m., Wilde Lake High School. Howardcc.edu/Con Ed or call 443- 518-4404.

Howard Community College
Inspiration and Songwriting: Explore lyrical content, rhyme, rhythm, melody and harmony with a talented musician and composer. Discover the song within you. Weds. Jan.13- Feb. 10, 7-8:30 p.m., Oakland Mills High School. Go to Howardcc.edu/Con Ed or call 443 518-4404 for more information.

Howard Community College
Beginning Folk Guitar: Learn to play traditional and contemporary songs using flat-picking and finger picking techniques. Weds, Jan. 13-March 2, 7-9pm, Oakland Mills High School. Go to Howardcc.edu/Con Ed or call 443-518-4404 for more information.


Howard Community College
Speaking with Confidence: This day long course, taught by a professional speaker and coach, will teach techniques to help you become a more confident, skilled and polished presenter, Sat., Jan. 16, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. Gateway Campus. Go to Howardcc.edu/Con Ed or call 443 518-4404 for more information.

Howard Community College
From Selfie to Self-Expression: Cell Phone and Tablet Photography: That SLR has been replaced with cell phones and tablets to take “in the moment” photo memories. Take your shots to the next level with this course, taught by an HCC instructor and professional photographer. Sat., Jan. 16-23, 9 a.m.-1p.m. Go to Howardcc.edu/Con Ed or call 443 518-4404 for more information.


Glen Mar Church
Second annual Day of Service: Mon., Jan. 18, (MLK Jr. Day) 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  Family-oriented short-term service opportunities. Free and open to public. Come for an hour or come for the day.  Glen Mar Church: 4701 New Cut Road, Ellicott City.  Visit us at www.glenmarumc.org or call D.C. Veale at 410-465-4995 ext. 205. 

Food on the 15th
Volunteer opportunities for students of all ages. We collect, sort and deliver free non-perishable groceries directly to low-income Howard County senior citizens. To learn more about what we do, visit our website at www.foodonthe15th.org/. We are always looking for students and groups to do food drives for us.  We can be reached at foodonthe15th@gmail.com.

Elkridge Library
Tween Club, Tues., 6:30-8 p.m., ages 9-12, 90 minutes, Dec 15, 2015: Craft & Create; Dec 29, 2015: "Art Market" - craft supplies with a "cost"; Jan 12, 2016: Scratch Games; Jan 26, 2016: Pop-Ups and More  
Feb 9, 2016: Design Challenge; Feb 23, 2016: Bubble. Bubble. Toil & Slime Science."

Columbia Association
When Howard County is out of school the Columbia Art Center host an Artsy Fun Day Culture
Kaleidoscope: Celebrations Around the World, Dec 28 - Dec 30, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Cost is 50$ per day. Art lesson begins at 9:30 a.m. and finishes at 3:30 p.m. For more information, please call Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or email art.staff@columbiaassociation.org.

Columbia Association
When Howard County is out of school the Columbia Art Center host Visiting Artist Workshops, Dec. 29, enjoy Character Drawing with Alina Poroshina and Dec. 30, experience Realism to Abstract Painting with Korey Rosenbaum. Cost is 50$. Art lesson begins at 9:30 a.m. and finishes at 3:30 p.m. For more information, please call Columbia Art Center at 410-730-0075 or email art.staff@columbiaassociation.org.


SPORTS

Ellicott City Soccer Club
Winter Soccer will host two winter indoor training five week sessions for players 3-12 years old, Sessions will be run by the City coaching staff and the entire Foundation Program will be run by City technical staff member Wade Whitney.  www.ellicottcitysc.org.  
Tot Development Academy, 3-5 yrs, Wednesdays. 5:30-6:15 p.m.; $89
Youth Academy: 6-8 yrs; Wednesdays, 6:15-7:15 p.m.; $99 
Transitional Academy: 9-12 yrs, Mondays, 5:30-6:30 p.m.; $99
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'DATES TO REMEMBER
Dec24% - an 1+ - Winte Break.

Jan 48 - school resumes

Jan119-50 grade
Jan 125 40 grade
Jan13° -3 grade
Jan150 - 2+ grade
Jan 148 1+ grade



